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which had elapsed since the ninth-centenary festival of Antoninus
Pius! He who now bore the name of Augustus was an Arab, and
however closely he may have identified himself with the duties of
his imperial station, yet the true Rome and the Roman character,
to which men thought that in those days of festival they were
doing homage, remained for him, and must remain, alien and
foreign. But where in Rome were these things then to be found?
A strange dispensation of fate had decreed that this millenary
jubilee was to be the last secular celebration. This changed world
is strikingly exemplified in the work of the Christian historian
Orosius1, who, by a misreading of the facts, makes Philip cele-
brate the festival in honour of Christ and of the Church,
Ther'e were, however, counter forces still at work which sought
to maintain the old order.   Now begins the period when the
Danubian troops, especially the Pannonians, feel themselves to be
the representatives and guardians of the true Roman virtus. Thus
the same army with which Philip had won his victories, already
perhaps in reaction against the new Oriental dynasty, set up a rival
emperor in Ti. Claudius Marinus Pacatianus, an officer probably
of senatorial birth. Not long after the millenary festivities, which
Pacatianus commemorated on his coinage with the legend * Romae
aeter(nae) an(no) mill(esimo) et primo2,' the recently gained security
of the provinces on the lower Danube was again endangered. The
sequel to the revolt of the army was an invasion of the Goths, to
whom the annual allowances had recently not been paid, or rather
could not be paid. Under Argaithus and Gunthericus the Goths
broke into Roman territory. The Carpi, Taifali, Asdingian Vandals
and Peucini followed their example in large numbers. Marciano-
polis was besieged, but the city stoutly resisted, thanks to its
renovated walls and the valour of its inhabitants who were led by
a Thracian called Maximus. After a second vain assault the enemy
withdrew with heavy casualties.  Even before the usurpation of
Pacatianus had produced its fetal consequences, revolts broke out
in die East, the cause of which is to be found in the far too strict
regime which had been enforced by the Emperor's brother
P^iscus. After serving as governor of Mesopotamia he had been
entrusted, as 'praefectus praetorio rectorque orientis,' with super-
vision of the general administration of the East. The excessive
pressure of taxation led to disturbances in which one Jotapianus
assumed the purple in the border territory between Cappadocia
and Syria, In Syria itself appeared a third usurper, Julius Aurelius
Sulpicius Uranius Antoninus, in whom we should doubtless see
1  vn, 20, 3.
2  See Cohen2, v, p. 182, no. 7.